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we will remember this day not for the 
tragedy that could have been, but for 
the heroism that was.∑ 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 

∑ Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, this 
week from April 11–17 we are cele-
brating the 41st anniversary of ‘‘Na-
tional Library Week.’’ As a strong and 
vigorous supporter of Federal initia-
tives to strengthen and protect librar-
ies, I am pleased to take this oppor-
tunity to draw my colleagues’ atten-
tion to this important occasion and to 
take a few moments to reflect on the 
significance of libraries to our nation. 

When the free public library came 
into its own in this country in the 19th 
century, it was, from the beginning, a 
unique institution because of its com-
mitment to the same principle of free 
and open exchange of ideas as the Con-
stitution itself. Libraries have always 
been an integral part of all that our 
country embodies: freedom of informa-
tion, an educated citizenry, and an 
open and enlightened society. They are 
the only public agencies in which the 
services rendered are intended for, and 
available to, every segment of our soci-
ety. 

It has been my longstanding view 
that libraries play an indispensable 
role in our communities. From modest 
beginnings in the mid-19th century, to-
day’s libraries provide well-stocked ref-
erence centers and wide-ranging loan 
services based on a system of branches, 
often further supplemented by travel-
ling libraries serving outlying dis-
tricts. Libraries promote the reading of 
books among adults, adolescents, and 
children and provide the access and re-
sources to allow citizens to obtain reli-
able information on a vast array of 
topics. 

Libraries gain even further signifi-
cance in this age of rapid technological 
advancement where they are called 
upon to provide not only books and 
periodicals, but many other valuable 
resources as well. In today’s society, li-
braries provide audio-visual materials, 
computer services, internet access ter-
minals, facilities for community lec-
tures and performances, tapes, records, 
videocassettes, and works of art for ex-
hibit and loan to the public. In addi-
tion, special facilities libraries provide 
services for older Americans, people 
with disabilities, and hospitalized citi-
zens. 

Of course, libraries are not merely 
passive repositories of materials. They 
are engines of learning—the place 
where a spark is often struck for dis-
advantaged citizens who for whatever 
reason have not had exposure to the 
vast stores of knowledge available. I 
have the greatest respect for those in-
dividuals who are members of the li-
brary community and work so hard to 
ensure that our citizens and commu-
nities continue to enjoy the tremen-

dous rewards available through our li-
brary system. 

My own State of Maryland has 24 
public library systems providing a full 
range of library services to all Mary-
land citizens and a long tradition of 
open and unrestricted sharing of re-
sources. This policy has been enhanced 
by the State Library Network which 
provides interlibrary loans to the 
State’s public, academic, special librar-
ies and school library media centers. 
The Network receives strong support 
from the State Library Resource Cen-
ter at the Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
the Regional Library Resource Centers 
in Western, Southern, and Eastern 
Shore counties, and a Statewide data-
base of holdings totalling 178 libraries. 

The result of this unique joint State-
County resource sharing is an extraor-
dinary level of library services avail-
able to the citizens of Maryland. Mary-
landers have responded to this out-
standing service by borrowing more 
public library materials per person 
than citizens of almost any other 
State, with 67 percent of the State’s 
population registered as library pa-
trons. 

I have had a close working relation-
ship with members of the Maryland Li-
brary Association and others involved 
in the library community throughout 
the State, and I am very pleased to join 
with them and citizens throughout the 
nation in this week’s celebration of 
‘‘National Library Week.’’ I look for-
ward to a continued close association 
with those who enable libraries to pro-
vide the unique and vital services 
available to all Americans.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STANLEY J. CHERRY 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor Stanley J. Cherry, a 
World War I veteran and extraordinary 
citizen of Grand Traverse County, 
Michigan, who was recently awarded 
France’s highest tribute, the Legion of 
Honor. 

A son of Polish immigrants, Stanley 
Cherry enlisted in the United States 
Army in May 1918, after which time he 
was sent to England with the 330th Sec-
ond Machine Company Battalion where 
he was trained to operate English 
Vickers, French Hodgkiss, and Amer-
ican Browning machine guns. He began 
his service in France in October of the 
same year where he remained after the 
signing of the armistice, assigned to se-
cure provisions. 

During his 62 year marriage to his 
wife Lucille, the couple owned and op-
erated a general store in Elmira, 
Michigan, for over 30 years. In addition 
to running the store they raised two 
daughters, Joanne Hawly and Jeanette 
Galbraith, who both currently live in 
Traverse City, Michigan. 

In commemoration of the 80th anni-
versary of the signing of the armistice, 
the French government chose to honor 

surviving allied war veterans who 
fought in France to help defeat the 
German Army. A representative of the 
French Consulate General office in Chi-
cago was present at the February 19th 
ceremony to confer upon Mr. Cherry 
the rank of Chevalier of the National 
Order of the Legion of Honor. France’s 
highest honor, the Legion of Honor was 
founded in 1802 by Napoleon as a way of 
recognizing citizens for their contribu-
tions to France. 

In addition to the Legion of Honor 
award, Mr. Cherry was presented a cer-
tificate of merit voted by the Michigan 
Legislature and signed by Governor 
Engler. 

Mr. President, Stanley Cherry is an 
outstanding American citizen. In April 
he will be celebrating his 103rd birth-
day. I salute him for his many remark-
able contributions as a veteran and for 
his commitment to his community and 
family. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring him on being conferred the 
rank of Chevalier of the Legion of 
Honor.∑ 
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HONORING CASSADAGA JOB CORPS 

∑ Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the Cassadaga Job 
Corps in Cassadaga, New York, which 
was recently rated the nation’s top job 
center. The center’s director, Andrew 
Carpenter, and his staff have earned 
top billing for overall training and job 
placement performance. In addition to 
winning national and county recogni-
tion, the Cassadaga Job Corps’ achieve-
ments have also set state records. 

Over the past four years, time and 
money has been invested in upgrading 
Cassadaga Job Corps facilities, includ-
ing construction of an academic and 
training center which opened in 1997. 
Upcoming projects include dormitory 
renovations and construction, develop-
ment of a waste water plant, and re-
modeling of the nursing education 
complex. 

I would like to express my congratu-
lations to the Cassadaga Job Corps’ 120 
staffers and 255 students who have 
earned the privilege of being named the 
best job training center in the nation, 
and my thanks to them for their hard 
work and dedication.∑ 
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LATIN-AMERICANS FOR SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
INC. 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Latin-Ameri-
cans for Social and Economic Develop-
ment, Inc. (LA SED.) LA SED, a re-
markable organization in my home 
state of Michigan, will celebrate its 
30th Anniversary on May 5, 1999. 

For thirty years now, LA SED has 
served Hispanics and the residents of 
Southwest Detroit through broad-based 
social programs. While championing 
the welfare of the Latino community, 
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